blue moon fund, inc.

Lobbying and Political Campaign Activity Restrictions
As a Section 501(c)(3) private foundation, the blue moon fund is prohibited by the IRS from conducting or supporting lobbying or political campaign activities.   This prohibition applies to all grants, both domestic and international, regardless of where such activities take place.  
Prohibited Activities:
The following activities are ineligible for blue moon funding:

Direct Lobbying

Any attempt to influence legislation through communication with 

· a member or employee of a legislative body, or 
· another government official or employee who may participate in the formulation of legislation for the 
principal purpose of influencing legislation.
Prohibited communication refers to specific legislation and reflects a view on such legislation.
Grassroots Lobbying
Any attempt to influence legislation through an effort to affect the opinions of the general public or any segment of the general public.  Prohibited communication refers to specific legislation, reflects a view on such legislation, and includes a “call to action.”

Political Campaign Activities

The participation in, or intervention in (including by publishing or distributing statements), any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.

Allowable Activities:

The following are examples of activities that are allowed:

· public education and grassroots advocacy campaigns, including communications with members of legislative bodies or government employees, that are educational in nature and do not take a stand on a specific proposed bill or legislation;
· non-partisan analysis, study, or research;
· technical advice/assistance provided to a legislative body at the request of such body (rather than an individual legislator for his or her own purposes) to be used to assist the body as a whole; and
· administrative/regulatory activities, including those that affect rule-making where no additional legislative authority is necessary (actions aimed at  influencing appropriations decisions, i.e., the allocation of funds by a legislative body, are not permitted).
If you have questions about this policy, please contact blue moon fund’s grants officer at grants@bluemoonfund.org or 434-295-5160 x.217. 
� A communication includes a “call to action” if it incorporates any one of the following elements:


It urges the recipient to contact a legislator, staffer, or other government employee who participates in the formulation of legislation for the principal purpose of influencing legislation


It states the address, telephone number, or similar information for a legislator or employee of a legislative body.


It provides a petition or tear-off postcard for the principal purpose of influencing legislation.


It states one or more legislators as being opposed or undecided about the legislation, or identifies them as the recipients’ representative or as members of a committee or subcommittee that will consider the legislation; however, this does not include naming the main sponsor(s) for purposes of identifying the legislation.
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